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THE FRENCH IN THE ORIENT. 

The French government and various scientific societies have taken 
the lead for a full half-century in exploration and excavations in the 
Orient. Beginning with Botta in 1842, they have made a distin- 
guished record in the Mesopotamian Valley. In Egypt, Palestine, and 
Syria their work has been rewarded with notable success, both as to 
the ability and character of the men who have conducted the campaign, 
and as to the importance of the results that have followed their labors. 

To begin with their work in Persia : their distinct and most notable 
service in recent years was the uncovering, at the site of ancient Susa, 
of that marvelous document now known as the stele of black diorite 
which bore on its surface the code of laws of Hammurabi of about 2250 
B. C. This mound of Susa has yielded enormous results for the ac- 
tivity both of M. Dieulafoy and M. de Morgan. These discoveries 
have opened several new chapters in the history of the relations of 
ancient Susa and Babylonia. The}' have shown us a civilization ante- 
dating Hammurabi's day by at least several centuries. Susa is not 
yet by any means exhausted. 

When we pass over into Babylonia, French activity has shown itself 
since 1878 on the site of Tello, the ancient Lagash. For nearly a 
score of years it was the object of the energetic work of M. E. de 
Sarzec, a government official at Busra. He revealed here the remains of 
a wonderful city, whose chief king, Gudea, lived about 2800 B. C, or 
quite 500 years before the days of Abraham. M. de Sarzec uncovered 
palaces, temples, statues, and libraries of untold value to the sciences 
of archseology and ancient history. The chief wealth of his finds are 
deposited in the Louvre Museum, Paris, and in the Imperial Ottoman 
Museum at Constantinople. The work at Tello, since the death of 
M. de Sarzec in May, 1901, has been carried on under the direction of 
Captain Cros. In a personal communication from an official of the 
Louvre, I learn that the expedition this year has not found a large 
number of tablets. But, on the other hand, it has made one notable 
and very welcome discovery. Up to the present time, the Louvre has 
secured eight black diorite statues of Gudea, but unfortunately all are 
headless. Now ('aptain Cros reports that he has found another statue of 
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that distinguished king, and nearby it the head which belongs to the 
statue. For the first time now we have a complete figure of the ruler 
whose career is celebrated in such a mass of literature of that far-off 
period, and whose chief city is now revealing so many evidences of 
the high civilization of that early day. 

On the site of old Carthage, in north Africa, a French expedition, 
under direction of M. Delattre, is making many important discoveries. 
These bear chiefly on the civilization of ancient Carthage and its 
mixed nationalities. One of the last published reports mentions a lead 
disk which bears an inscription both in Punic and in archaic Greek 
characters. These statues connected with Punic religious observances 
and service are quite numerous and instructive. They are pictures of 
the religious and immoral worship (!) of a degenerate age in Phceni- 
cian history. 

As one glances over the reports sent in from different oriental 
countries, he cannot but be impressed by the activity and intelligence 
of the diplomatic agents of the government in the study of the history 
of the present and past civilizations of the countries where they are 
located. The first French excavator in Mesopotamia — in fact, the first 
excavator there — was the government officer at Mosul, Botta. The 
first and chief excavator at Tello was a French diplomatic officer, E. de 
Sarzec. In a recent number of Comptes rendus of the Academie des 
Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres we find a notable communication from M. 
Degrand, consul at Philippopolis, on numismatics and archaeology. 

The French government's work in Egypt during the last year was 
conducted under the direction of M. Maspero at Touna and Assiout, 
in middle Egypt. The excavations at the former place were under 
the immediate charge of M. A. Gombert. This place has been sub- 
jected to much petty pilfering by the natives, but has, nevertheless, 
many places where labor promises liberal rewards. M. Gombert found 
a large number of valuable tombs, some of which had been plundered 
by the natives. Here he found a series of masks of remarkable con- 
struction. The cemetery of the new empire was the scene of the dis- 
covery of things belonging to Amenophis IV., and many other undated 
and uninscribed objects. At Assiout M. C. Palanque was in charge. 
Forty tombs were explored. Their proprietors are classed with cer- 
tainty between the IXth and Xth dynasties. The results of this work 
will be far-reaching in their bearing on the history of the internal 
strifes of that early period of Egyptian history. 

Ira Maurice Price. 



